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message 
from  
the chair
 

Dear Friends,

Thanks to the support of our incredible donors, 2017 was a year of success 
and progress for the IECA Foundation. We granted $51,500 to 31 organizations 
across 19 states. We held our biggest fundraiser yet in Washington, DC, 
hosting more than 300 guests and raising over $45,000 towards our mission. 
We also began a partnership with a national nonprofit consulting firm to 
identify organizational efficiencies and further professionalize our operations 
so that we can better fulfill the Foundation’s mission. 

While 2017 was indeed a year to remember and celebrate, we are moving into 
the new year with excitement. In 2018, we plan to grant at least $75,000 to 
organizations that address the needs of underserved students. We strive to 
expand our reach, touching the lives of more students each year.  

A sincere thank you to our loyal supporters. We look forward to continuing 
the important work of the Foundation, together.   

Gratefully, 

Luisa M Rabe, CEP
Chair, IECA Foundation Board

IECA Foundation
Mission Statement

The IECA Foundation was founded in 1996 to support the  
mission and expand the role of the Independent Educational 
Consultants Association (IECA).

The Mission of the IECA Foundation is to identify and support 
programs that have significant impact on students and their 
educational environments. Priority is given to programs that  
assist students as they make educational choices.

2017

Grantees Grant Recipients 2017
Best Foot Forward- Florida

Chucktown Squash- South Carolina 

Codman Academy Charter Public School- Massachusetts 

Community Preparatory School- Rhode Island 

Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization- Florida

National GRACE Foundation- Rhode Island 

New Futures- New Hampshire

Reading Power- Illinois

Sisters Circle- Maryland

TREAT- Texas

New Orleans Center for Creative Arts- Louisiana 

Thread- Maryland 

Micro-grants 2017
Prepare2Nspire- Minnesota

Bright Futures- Utah

Waukegan to College- Illinois

The Legacy Foundation of Hartford- Connecticut 

Reading Power
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On behalf of Waukegan to College students 
and parents, thank you IECA Foundation for the 
generous grant that allowed us to take 150 students 
and parents to visit three college campuses. Four 
buses brought eager parents and students to 
University of Wisconsin Parkside, Carroll University 
and Beloit College, exposing many families to a 
college campus for the first time ever. The visits 
included talks from the admissions staff and student 
led tours where families got to see classrooms, 
cafeterias, dorm rooms and much more. These 
annual visits help students envision that one day 
they too will be enrolled on a college campus!

Gratefully,
The staff and families of W2C

sisters
circle

What
We’re  

Hearing
testimonials

Thanks to the generosity of the IECA Foundation, 
Sisters Circle expanded its college and career 
support program by:

1. Helping young women explore their  
post-high school options;

2. Offering intense support throughout  
the college application process;

3. Providing resources and connections  
for non-college students; and

4. Offering ongoing support to retain  
and complete degree programs.

Heather Harvison  
Founder and Executive Director of Sisters Circle

waukegan to college
The support we receive from IECAF enables us 
to assist youth in foster care with reaching their 
educational goals. Best Foot Forward is able to 
provide weekly sessions with graduation coaches, 
which results in our students having a 100% high 
school graduation rate compared to a national 
average of 46%. We are very grateful for your 
partnership.

Donna Biase
Co-Founder of Best Foot Forward 

All of us at Gold Coast are so grateful to the IECA 
Foundation for their amazing support of the 
Learning Program. The generous grant has allowed 
us to produce hundreds of books, flash cards and 
other materials for our parents to take home and 
use with their children. Ninety-one percent of our 
families surveyed indicated that they are using 
these materials once or multiple times a week. 
They will use those books and materials for years, 
and often will share them with other parents as 
their kids grow up. The IECA  Foundation is a silent 
partner in the kitchens and family rooms where 
our families are working to improve the education 
of our children. You may not be seen, but your 
presence is very real.

One of our parents said of the Learning Program, 
“I couldn’t do it without you guys. Thank you for 
your help & support.” And we couldn’t do it without 
the generosity of the Independent Educational 
Consultants Association Foundation.

Anne Dichele
Executive Director of Gold Coast  
Down Syndrome Organization

Gold Coast
Down syndrome  
Organization
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katz
award

The 2017 Katz Award was presented to a group of 37 IECA members who 
volunteer their time to work with students pro-bono through The Possibility 
Project, a New York City-based organization that “Empowers teenagers to 
transform the negative forces in their lives and communities into positive 
action.” IECA members work with at-risk students in the program to help 
them identify postsecondary options and successfully navigate the college 
application process. Led by IECA Past-President, Marilyn Emerson, this group 
of volunteers demonstrates the commitment of IECA members to helping 
all students achieve success in education, regardless of social and financial 
barriers. 

Award 
winners:
Marilyn Emerson  
Brittany Maschal
Amy Rich
Kristina Dooley
Tina Heiman
Andrea Goldman
Lisa Bleich
Noreen Cambria
Kate Coon
Alan Haas
Hilary Lehn
Jon Tarrant
Kim Mehta
Joan Casey
Nicole Oringer
Cori Dykman
Jennifer Tabbush
Ann Rossbach
Eileen Nolan
Eileen Antalek
Anne Weisholz
Rachelle Wolosoff
Carmen Tercilla
Beth Cashel
Lynn Huang
Meredith Greenberg
Sandy Clingman
Margaret McNally
Cynthia Kunkel
Barb LeWinter
Geri Perkal
Jane Klemmer
Chris Andersson
Shereem Herndon-Brown
Lynn Pulito
Robyn Spoon
Elaine Seremetis

Board of Trustees
Luisa Rabe, Board Chair
Educational Consultant, Pennsylvania

Phil Cocchiola
Head of School
The Oxford Academy, Connecticut

Betsy Donnelly
Educational Consultant, Georgia

Kristina Dooley
Educational Consultant, Ohio

Julie Gray
Director of Development
Dana Hall School, Massachusetts

Tracy Hopkins
Business Development Director
Outback Therapeutic Expeditions, Utah

Carl Lovejoy
Associate Executive Director, External Relations
Mountain Valley Treatment Center, New Hampshire

Lee McLendon
Educational Consultant, Vermont

Ann Montgomery, Secretary
Educational Consultant, Texas

Kristen J. Naspo
Educational Consultant, Connecticut 

Sarah Norfleet
Chief Administrative Officer
Chamberlain International School, Massachusetts

Dr. John Singleton
Owner/CEO
Whetstone Academy, South Carolina 

Michael Spence, Treasurer
Educational Consultant, Massachusetts 

Marilyn Emerson accepting the Katz Award along with IECA members who volunteered  
with The Possibility Project

Jason Katz, son of award namesake Irv Katz, Marilyn Emerson, IECA member 
who led The Possibility Project, Robin Abedon, 2017 Chair of IECA Board,  
Betsy Donnelly, Chair of the Katz Award Committee

Ex Officio
Mark Sklarow
Executive Director
Independent Educational Consultants Association

Ann Rossbach
President, Independent Educational Consultants Association

Robin Abedon
Educational Consultant
Florida

Steven Antonoff
Educational Consultant
Colorado

Judith Berg
Educational Consultant
New Jersey

Brooke Dudley
Educational Consultant
Texas

Paula Feldman
Educational Consultant
California

Jean Hague
Educational Consultant
Georgia

Lynn Hamilton
Educational Consultant
California

EMERITUS MEMBERS

IECA Foundation
Board of Trustees

34 5



Thank You  
to our  

Supporters

2017 Donors & event supporters

Founder’s Circle 
($5,000+)
Angelo Family Charitable

Foundation
Richard and Robin Abedon
Jamison Monroe
Newport Academy 
Westover School
The Winchendon School

Charter Circle  
($1,000-$4,999)
Steven Antonoff
Atlanta Educational 

Consultants
Tammy Behrmann
David Beecher
Blue Ridge School
Brehm Preparatory School
Cardigan Mountain School
Cascade Crest Transitions
Chamberlain International 

School
Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall 

School
Christ School
College of Charleston
College Possibilities, LLC
Betsy Donnelly
Brooke Dudley
Kelly Dunbar
Paula and Mel Feldman
The Fessenden School
Mark Fisher
Fulshear Treatment to 

Transition
The Glenholme School
Aubrey Groves
Deborah Davis Groves
Alan Haas
Jean Hague
Hyde School
Jason Katz
Jeana Kawamura
Peter Kulinski
LD School Group
Midge Lipkin
Teresa Lloyd

McGregor Links Foundation 
of The Community 
Foundation for the Greater 
Capital Region

Lee McLendon
McMillan Educational Group
Ann and John Montgomery
Mountain Valley Treatment 

Center
Oliverian School
Luisa Rabe
SafePassage Adolescent 

Services
Hazel Schultz
Suzanne Scott
Sedona Sky Academy and 

Ashcreek Ranch Academy
Dr. John Lee Singleton Jr
Ann Sloan
Solstice East
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. 

Spence
SUWC of the Carolinas
Caleb Thompson
Trinity-Pawling School
WayPoint Academy 
Whetstone Academy

Leadership Circle  
($500-$999)
Applerouth Tutoring Services
ARCC Gap Programs
Asheville Academy for Girls
Asheville School
Aspiro Adventure
Judy Berg
The Bertram Group
Camille Bertram
Besant Hill School
BlueFire Wilderness Therapy
Bola Adeniyi-Taiwo
Brandon Hall School
Margo Brookfield
Charles Cashion
Britt Charest
Carol Cohen
Barbara Cunningham
Darrow School
The Deck House School
Denials Management
Sue and Tom DePra
Geraldine Fryer
Johnny Graham
GuidedPath/PlanMyCollege.
Hall Educational Resources/

McLendon Educational 
Consulting

Lynn Hamilton
Heather Hayes

The Hun School of Princeton
Lisa Gelman and

Matthew Kenigsberg
Mike and Megan Kowalchick
Lawrence Academy
LD Tactics
Kristen Naspo
Wanda Nelms
New Leaf Academy
Charles O’Hearn
The Oxford Academy
Pacific Quest
Pomfret School
Jill Porter
Adam Rainer
Red Oak Recovery
Rock Point School
Ann Rossbach
Sarah Rush
Helen Sandler
School Connections 

Management
Shortridge Academy
Camillo Spirito
St. Johnsbury Academy
Laura Storey
Summit Educational Group
Summit Preparatory School
Carmen Tercilla
Reid Treadaway
Josh Watson
Youth Care Treatment Center

Benefactor ($100-$499)
Katherine Almquist
Tamara Ancona
Matthew Appelstein
Erin Avery
Jonathan Baker
Dick Baroody
Judy Bass
The Bement School
Sandy Bercu
Holly Blumenstyk
Joan Bress
Ellen Brown
Andrew Bryan
Jennifer Buyens
Jacqueline Byrne
Nancy Cadwallader
Allen Cardoza 
Carolyn Francis Consulting
Lisa Cheyette
Cynthia Chomiak
Craig Christiansen
Elizabeth Cifu
Rachel Coates
Phil Cocchiola
Vita Cohen

College Discoveries
Teresa Collins
Catherine Conover Covert
Suzanne Crump
Mark Cruver
Rachel Daly
David Damico
Shirley Darling
Bill and Dale Dingledine
Jody Dobson
Victoria Dodge
Carol Doherty
Kristina Dooley
Educational Avenues, Inc.
Laura Egerter
Jeffrey Ellowitz
Emerge: College Success 

Program 
Marilyn Emerson
Marilyn Engelman
Susan Eschenroeder
Jan and Tony Esposito
Sally M. Ten Eyck
Nancy Federspiel
Bernd Foecking
Amanda Fogler
Caryl Frankenberger
Joan Franklin
Sandra Furth
Kathryn Garrett
MaryAnne Gatos
Caroline Geisler
Diane Geller
GradPathNorthText 
John and Julie Gray
Alison Greer
Marina Gross
Dianne Grubb
Chatham Hall
Gill Hallows
Ryan Hannon
George Hart
Chris Hitchens
B.J. Hopper
Michelle Humbach
Georgia Irvin
Michael Jobin
Lisa Rubin-Johnson
Linda Katz
Rachel Keegan
Patricia Kendall
Charlotte Klaar
Jane E. Kolber
Joan Koven
Carole Kraemer
Sharon Laney
Ghita Lapidus
Joanne LaSpina
Chip and Claire Law
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Sara Leavenworth
Karin Leinwand
Deborah Levin
Shelley Levine
Barbara Levy
Barbara LeWinter
Melinda and Jeff Leyden
Carl Lovejoy
Audrey Ludemann
Ryan Luse
Suzanne Luse
Linda Magnussen
Bibi Malek
Marylou Marcus
Duncan Marshall
Jacqueline Masia
Allison Matlack
Sarah McGinty
Mark Mellusi
Courtney Merrill
Graydon Mitchell
Judith Muir
Carolyn Mulligan
Colleen Murphy
Jodi Nadler
Pat Nehme
Sarah Norfleet
Nathan Olsen
Pamela Pik College 

Consulting 
Thomas Parker
Melinda Parrill
Marilyn Petrequin
Jennifer Platek
Marla Platt
Connie Pollack
Matthew Powers
Martha Quirk
Daryn Reiner
Daria Rockholz
Jan Rooker
Lia Rushton
Helese Sandler
Julia Sensenbrenner
Jane Shropshire
Mark Sklarow
Erik Srnka
Piera Smiard-Stapeley
Rachael Smith-Vaughn
Karen Steele
Morgan Stewart
Jason Stout
Lee Styles
Jennifer Tabbush
Jon Tarrant
Lucia Taylor
Pamela Tedeschi
Tawny Thomas
Rosemary Tippett
Diane Towle
Christina Tranfaglia
Lucia Tyler

Upper Valley Stewardship 
Center

Diane Vater
Helen Waldron
Stephanie Klein Wassink
Imy Wax
Josh White
Betsy Wolf
Wolfeboro Camp School
Christie Woodfin

Donor (up to $99)
Ellen Ades
Arlyn Bamberger
Sandra Clingman
Barry Coffman
Kelly DuBreuil
W. Laird Durley
Emerge: College Success 

Program
Jaleh Fariborz
Jean Rogers Flowers
Meredith Fried
Duffy Grant
Lida Griest
Bettina Heiman
Faith Howland
Diane and Robert Jaye
Margaret Jennings
Paul Karofsky
Jane Lenson
Suzanne Lewis
Estelle Meskin
Stefanie Miles
Amy Moldoff
Janet Rosier
Debra Schwartz
Mary Spiegel
Joni Towles
Cathy Zales

In Honor Of
Robin Abedon:  
Paula G. Feldman, Diane Geller, 
Luisa Rabe, Hazel Schultz
Steven Antonoff:  
Diane Geller, Luisa Rabe
Judy Berg:  
Holly Blumenstyk,  
Paula G. Feldman 
Jamie Goodman,  
Aspire Group:  
Daria Rockholz
Jean Hague:  
Paula G. Feldman, McGregor 
Links Foundation of The 
Community Foundation  
for the Greater Capital Region,  
Luisa Rabe

Luisa Rabe:  
College Possibilities, LLC, Paula 
G. Feldman, Janet Rosier,  
Rachel Sobel
Ann Rossbach:  
Luisa Rabe
Mark Sklarow:  
Paula G. Feldman 
Michael Spence:  
Luisa Rabe
Rhea M. Wolfram:  
Jane E. Kolber
John and Joan Wolter:  
Upper Valley Stewardship 
Center

Luisa Rabe honored the 
following individuals  
for referrals she received  
this year:

Steve Asztalos
Miriam Bodin
Kathie Carnahan
Vita Cohen
Diane Connolly
Sue Crump
Brooke Dudley
Jan Esposito
Sammie Ferraro
Lynn Hamilton
Sharon Lack
Cindy Laubenstein
Karen Mabie
Catherine Marrs
Jessie Martin
Sarah McGinty
Nicole Oringer
Marilyn Petrequin
Daria Rockholz
Jan Rooker
Ann Rossbach
Rachel Sobel
Gold Steier
Naomi Steinberg
Jennifer Tabbush
Susan Wexler
Jen Whitley
Betsy Wolf
Perry Youngblood

In Memory Of 
Christopher Covert: 
Catherine Conover Covert, 
Educational Avenues, Inc. 
Stuart Irvin:  
Pamela Tedeschi
Dr. Harvey Karsh: 
Steven Antonoff  
Barbara Kenefick:  
Jill Porter  
MacGregor Robinson and 
Adele Redditt Williamson: 
Nancy Cadwallader 

Midge Lipkin  
Memorial Campaign 
Robin Abedon
Sunny Adler
Matthew Appelstein
Elyse and Bruce Balder
Arlyn Bamberger
Julie Berger
Shereen F. Berlin 
Barry Coffman
Jill Cohen
Rachel Daly
Mark Derby
Brooke Dudley
Phillip Fisher
Eileen Foley
Beth Freeman
Meredith Fried
Jacquelyn Furman
Nanci Gelb
Barry, Marjorie, and

Dana Goldy
Lynda and Fred Gordon 
Gary and Sharyn Greenstein 
Rachel Ishikawa
Diane and Robert Jaye
Helen Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Karofsky
Charlotte Klaar
Douglas and Judi Krupp
Debbie Kurinsky
Judith and Joseph Leader
Jane Lenson
Deborah Levin
Karen Levine 
Peter and Paula Lunder
Debbie and Jeff Mann 
Pat McCarthy
Donald McMillan
Amy and Ross Moldoff
Emily Norof
Tobey and Richard Oresman
Tricia Owens
Deborah and Mark Pasculano
Helen Santis
Karen Sisselman
Jane Shropshire
Rhonda Skloff
Jennifer Slifka
Leo and Jeanne Stolbach
Stephen Tankel
Ms. Nancy S. Tanner

Katz Fund 
Deborah Davis Groves
Jason Katz

Edward M. Kowalchick 
Memorial Fund  
Nancy Cadwallader
Mike & Megan Kowalchick 
 



2017 sponsors
Gold Sponsor: 
WCBS/JBSA Group
The Bement School
Cheshire Academy
Eaglebrook School
Fay School
The Fessenden School
Forman School
The Gunnery School
Hillside School
Indian Mountain School
Marvelwood School
North Country School
The Rectory School
Rumsey Hall School
Salisbury School
South Kent School
The Woodhall School
Westover School

Silver Sponsors
Newport Academy
The Winchendon School

Red Sponsors
Hudson Valley Boarding School Group:

Emma Willard School
Millbrook School
Trinity-Pawling School

Cascade Crest Transitions
The Glenholme School
Solstice East
SUWC of the Carolinas

White Sponsors
Atlanta Educational Consultants 
Blue Ridge School
Brehm Preparatory School
Cardigan Mountain School 
Chamberlain International School 
Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall School 
Christ School 
College of Charleston 
The Fessenden School
Fulshear Treatment to Transition
Georgia Consultants:

Tamara Ancona, Ellen Brown,  
Lisa Cheyette, Mark Cruver, Carol 
Doherty, Betsy Donnelly, Jean Rogers 
Flowers, Lida Griest, Jean Hague,  
BJ Hopper, Barbara Levy, Helese Sandler, 
Morgan Stewart, Rosemary Tippett,  
Joni Towles, Christie Woodfin

Hyde School 
LD School Group:

Eagle Hill School
Franklin Academy
The Greenwood School
The Kildonan School 
Landmark School 
Maplebrook School
Middlebridge School
The Woodhall School

McMillan Education 
Mountain Valley Treatment Center 
Oliverian School  
Sedona Sky Academy and

Ashcreek Ranch Academy 
WayPoint Academy
Whetstone Academy

Blue Sponsors
Applerouth 
ARCC Gap Programs 
Asheville Academy for Girls 
Asheville School 
Aspiro  
David Beecher in Honor of 

Carl Lovejoy & Krissy Naspo 
The Bertram Group 
Besant Hill School 
BlueFire Wilderness Therapy 
Brandon Hall School
Darrow School 
The Deck House School
Denials Management 
Brooke Dudley
GuidedPath/PlanMyCollege
Hall Educational Resources/

McLendon Educational Consulting 
Lynn Hamilton
Heather Hayes
The Hun School of Princeton
In Balance Academy 
Lawrence Academy 
LD Tactics 
New Leaf Academy
The Oxford Academy
Pacific Quest
Pomfret School
Red Oak Recovery
Rock Point School
School Connections Management 
Shortridge Academy
St. Johnsbury Academy 
Summit Educational Group
Summit Preparatory School
Youth Care Treatment Center

 

3251 Old Lee Highway, Suite 510
Fairfax, VA 22030
www.iecafoundation.org

http://www.iecafoundation.org
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